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Watch out! 
Before they drop out. 
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Some possible warning signs. 


Young people who feel like 
dropping out, often: 


stay away from after-school activities 
complain about their teachers 

skip classes 

work part-time, more than 15 hours a week 
use alcohol or drugs 

have problems at home 
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= have few friends 
= are seen as loners, or hang around ingangs _ 
= have just moved to a new home or recently changed schools 


STAY IN SCHOOL 


Canada | 
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How can you help keep There are people who can help you... 


young people from dropping out? 


= If you can't get through to potential dropouts, try to find 
someone they'll listen to, someone they have confidence in. 
It could be another member ofthe family, a family friend, 
one of their own friends, or even a neighbor.You might also 
try approaching someone at their school - there may be 
one teacher they like more than the others. 

= Introduce them to people involved in jobs, activities or hobbies 
they might find interesting. 


Try to: 
= Stress their strong points, not their weak ones 
= include them in your own activities 
= encourage them to take part in after-school activities 
= talk to them, and find out what they're interested in 
= try to help them discover and develop their talents 


How can you help them 


make the right decision? And people and places 


that can guide you: 


Give them the facts: 


= 60% of all jobs created in the future will require = Teachers/Guidance Counsellors =YM/YWCA 


at least a high school diploma. = Sports Coaches = Police Departments 
= A person without a high school diploma is twice as likely = Community Centres = Social Workers 
to be unemployed as a person with one. = Boys' and Girls' Clubs = Children's Aid Societies 
= High school graduates earn an average of $55 a week = Social Service Centres = Canada Employment Centres 
more than dropouts. , = Friendship Centres = Social Clubs 
= Fewer doors are open to young people = Big Brothers/Big Sisters = Churches 
who don’t have a basic education. = Band Councils ' = Family Doctors 
= Without the basics of a high school education, it’s hard = Friends/Classmates = Volunteer Bureaus 
to take the advanced training courses that employers require = CLSC's = Welfare Offices 
(for example, electronics courses for mechanics ® Schools/School Boards = Social Planning Councils 


and computer courses for sales people). 
= Getting a diploma teaches you how to learn as well. 
And that's a skill that will pay off in the years ahead. Do you know someone 
who is thinking about 
dropping out? 
If you do, keep this part 
of the brochure and give that 
person the following section. 


So why do you want 


to drop out, anyway? 


I've got enough 
problems 
at home. I don't have 


I'm sick L 
any friends. 


of school. 


If you think school is a drag, 
imagine spending 40 hours 
a week, 52 weeks a year, 

in a dead-end job you hate. 
At least in school you'll 
learn something... 

which is a lot more 

than you'll get out 

of the type of jobs that 
dropouts get stuck in. 


You may be sick of school, 
but you'd be even sicker 
of a job you hated. 


Is this worth 


dropping out for? 


You want to get out 
and have some fun? Good luck 
doing it on minimum wage. 


Your parents don't understand you? 
You feel like you're all alone? 
You've lost confidence in yourself? 
You don't have any friends? 

Your girlfriend or boyfriend 

just dumped you? 

You drink or take drugs 

to feel good? 

Whatever the question, 

dropping out isn’t the answer. | 


Is living on a tight budget 


your idea of freedom? 


Scott, a 17 year-old dropout, 
works 40 hours a week at $5.55/hr. 


And after all the basics are paid, 
how much money is left for Scott 
to have a good time? $49. 


$49 a month 

to live the life 
you've dreamed of? 

Think about it. 


@ | don’t know what | wanted 
really, | just wanted to be free, 
you know? No school, no teachers, 
no problems. And that’s 
when the trouble started: 
| couldn’t get a job, | didn’t have 
any money, no fun...no nothing. 
After six months, I had enough 
of that, and | decided to go back 
to school. Now | know what | want. 
| want a diploma, a job, 
money -! want a good life! 
I know it isn’t going to be easy, 
but if | don’t do it 99 
for myself, who will? 


Hanh Nguyen, 17 


| 


4 | had tons of hassles with 
my Mom and with school, 
and when my marks started sliding, 
| quit school and got a place of 
my own. | did some stupid jobs 
for a while, but ended up on U.I. 
After about a year, | got sick 
of hanging around, of not having 
any money, so | decided to go back 
and finish school. It was tough, 
but I got help and now my marks 
are improving. Ill be finished in June, 
then I’m starting a program in 
computer science. Things don’t 99 
seem so messed up anymore. 


ee ‘Ted Crompton, 21° 


You have your own special talents 
and abilities. Everyone does. 

And if you know what you like to do, 
and what you want, you can make it. 
There's a place for you in school. 


Do you like to work with your hands, 
to build and fix things? 

Are you good at figuring things out 
and solving problems? 

Do you like communicating 

with people? What's your favourite 
subject at school? Do you prefer 
working alone or with others? 

If you could have any job in the world 
today, what job would you choose? 


Take some time to write out 
all the things you like. 

It will help you discover what 
you really want out of life. 


If you're thinking about 
dropping out, talk it over with 
a teacher or a friend you really like. 


Think about it 
Dropping out is no way out! 


Copies available at : 
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